[Weight and length of newborns. Differences between boys and girls].
Examination of 8,312 deliveries shows that the difference in weight between boys and girls at birth can be explained completely by the difference in their length. The sex of the child has no influence on the length of the pregnancy. This is influenced by the birth order, the propensity to smoke (tobacco), the mother's weight gain in pregnancy and her social level. The speed of intrauterine growth is influenced by the sex of the fetus, the number of pregnancies she has had, by tobacco, and by the amount of education she has had and her weight gain in pregnancy.